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China-Europe “Chinese + Culture” Events Held
in Germany and Greece
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To celebrate the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations
between China and the European Union in
2025, the Center for Language Education
and Cooperation (CLEC) curated the
China-Europe “Chinese + Culture” events.
The initiative featured a multimedia
exhibition “Amazing Journey on Chinese
High-Speed Rail”, and an architectural
exhibition “Discovering Cultural Heritage
in Chinese Architecture”, which were

successively held in Germany and Greece.

A Symphony of Speed and Culture

The multimedia exhibition “Amazing
Journey on Chinese High-Speed Rail”
opened on October 10, 2025 at the
Deutsche Bahn Museum in Germany.
Nearly 100 distinguished guests attended
the event, including Dietmar Hahlweg,
former Lord Mayor of the city of Erlangen,
and Prof. Dr. Rainer Fink, Chairman of
the Board of the Confucius Institute in
Niirnberg-Erlangen.

The event screened the documentary
Amazing Journey on Chinese High-
Speed Rail co-produced by CLEC and
the International Communication Center
of Chengdu Radio & Television, vividly

illustrating the evolution of China’s

railway system and resonating deeply with
the audience. A subsequent forum brought
together global transportation experts
to discuss the challenges in transport
development, engineering technology, and
ecological sustainability shared by China
and Germany. The guests unanimously
emphasized that railway construction not
only involves engineering technology but
also bears the vision of connecting the
world and fostering dialogue.

At the same time, a photo exhibition
“High Speed” was held at the art space of the
Confucius Institute in Niirnberg-Erlangen to

explore the cultural symbolism of speed in a

globalized era through juxtaposed photos and

videos.
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1.The multimedia exhibition “Amazing
Journey on Chinese High-Speed Rail”
debuted at the Deutsche Bahn Museum
in Germany.

2.Guests engaged in interaction.

3.A photo exhibition “High Speed” was
held at the art space of the Confucius
Institute in Nirnberg-Erlangen.
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1.The thematic exhibition “City &
Village: Discovering Cultural Heritage
in Chinese Architecture” was hosted at
the Technical University of Crete and
the University of Crete in Greece.
2.Physical models at the exhibition

3. 4.Visitors viewed and experienced
the exhibition.



Architectural Dialogue across
Mountains and Seas

The thematic exhibition “City &
Village: Discovering Cultural Heritage in
Chinese Architecture” was simultaneously
hosted at the Technical University of Crete
and the University of Crete in Greece,
engaging nearly 200 guests, including
representatives from the Chinese Embassy in
Greece, university faculty, students, and local
cultural figures.

Through case studies on preserving
the ancient Songyang Village, Zhejiang, and
cultural video of the river-city landscape
in Wuhan, the exhibition highlighted the
inheritance and innovation of Chinese
architectural culture. The Songyang section
demonstrated how the “minimal intervention”
principle revitalizes historic structures in
traditional villages and attracts youth back
to their hometowns to start their career,
while the Wuhan section showcased local
integration of Eastern and Western cultural

spirits through archived visuals of its “two

rivers meet in one city” legacy. With physical
models, interactive multimedia, and other
innovative methods, the exhibition facilitated
a wonderful dialogue between China’s timber-
framed system based on “harmony between
humanity and nature”, and Greece’s masonry

aesthetics.

By adopting the “Chinese + Culture”
model, the events leveraged language as a
bridge to delve into the distinctive charm of
contemporary Chinese society and culture,
foster mutual learning between Chinese and

European civilizations, and build enduring

people-to-people connections.
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